To His Grace James Duke of Ormonde, 

Lord Lieutenant- General and Genera! 
Governour of Ireland, and the reſt o ß 
Her Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy- 

The Humble Petition of the Right Honourable Henry 


Lord Baron of Santr). 


„HAT Francis Higgins Rector of Balruddery in the County of Dub- 

lin, being formerly turned out of the Commiſſion of the Peace by Sir 

Richard Cox who firſt admitted him into the tame, was lately put in- | 
to the Commiſſion of the Peace for the County of Dublin by Sir Con- | 
ſtant ine Phipps the preſent Lord Chancellor of Ireland. | g 


THAT the ſaid Mr. Higg in: — his Turbulent Behaviour and Scan- b 
Aon, Practices rendred himſelf Juſtly Obnoxious to almoſt ury 

_ | , Gentleman in that County : And on his firſt Appearance among 
"Vi / them at the laſt Seſſigns at Kilmainbam lnſulted and Abuſed your 
Petitioner before many of tlie Juſtices of the Peace and other Gentlemen of the County. 


— 


. THAT the Grand- Jury of the ſaid County made their Application to the Bench, Deſiring, 
they would joyn with them in requeſting the Lord Chancellor for the Eaſe and Quiet of the 
County, to turn the ſaid Mr. Higgins out of the Commiſſion of the Peace, for the Reaſons let forth 7 
in their Repreſentation of the laid Mr. Higgins, which has ſince been Printed by the Title of the 4 


County of Dublin's Preſent ment. 


_ + THAT your Petitioner and ſeveral other Gentlemen of the County attended the Lord Chan- 

celor, and laid the ſame before his Lordſhip, and were in hopes ſo much edit would have 

been given to the Repreſentation of the Grand-Fury and the Application of ſeveral Noblemen, 
and Men of Quality, and others of the beſt Eſtates in the County, That the ſaid Mr. Higgins 

would thereupdn be removed from the Commiſſion of the Peace; And therefore your Pet iti= 

ener thought it needleſs to offer any Proofs to ſupport the Fatts which were ſo Solemnly At- 

teſted by the Body of the County. | X 


THAT your Petitioner finding the aforeſaid Application had not its intended Efef, your 
Petitioner with the Knight s of the Shire, and other Fuſtices of the Peace of the ſaid County at- 
tended the Lord Chancellor, and then acquainted him that the Gentlemen of the County be- | 
lieving their Joynt Application to his Lordſhip, might have, had Weight ſufficient ro Remove 2 | 
Perſon ſo Obnoxious as Mr. Higgins was, from amongſt them, and therefore did nor Trouble : 
his Lordſhip in producing any Evidences before Him; Nevertheleſs told his Lordſhip, they 
were ready to make out the Fatts charged againſt him by the Grand- Jury of the County, and 
defired his Lordſhip to appoint a Short Day for the Hearing thereof; To which his Lord- 
ſhip was pleafed to Anſwer, That the Cauſe was gone from him, and lay before the Lord 
Lieutenant and Council, who would Hear the fame. | | 


THAT the ſaid Mr. Higgins purſuant to an Order of the Council-Board put in an Anſwer 
to the Repreſert at ion of 4 of Dublin, and thereby Joyned ſue on the ſeveral Mat- 


ters charged againſt him by the ſaid Grand- Jury, by Denying in his Anſwer, That he behaved 
bimſelf in a Turbulent Manner, or any way unbecoming the Charatter 0 his Sacred Funtt ion, or 
that be was a Difturber of the Peace, or Sower of Sedition, &c. An defired to be Heard a- 
gainſt the ſaid Charges ; whereupon Tueſday the 16th of this Inſtant Oftober 1711, being 
appointed by your Grace, and Lordſhips, to Hear the Matter of the ſaid Accuſation : Your 


Petitionty 
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Petitioner ateordingly propared for the ſaid Hearing, and took out ſeveral Summons” from 
the Deputy Clerk of the Council, and brought to this Town many Mit neſſes out of the Country, 
and ſome at leaſt Forty Miles, and then Inſtrutted and Fred his Council ; and being ready for 
a Hearing, was told the ſame was put off, but had no Notice ſent Him by the Deputy Clerk of 
the Council, or any by his Order; Neither did your Petitioner ever r any Reaſon for 
putting off the ſame, —— That the Hearing being —_ off till Friday the 19th of this Inſtant, 
your Petitioner was at the Expence and Trouble of renewing all his Summons's, and ſerving 
the Witneſſes therewith a ſecond time. 


That ſeveral of Your Petitioner's Material Witneſſes againſt the ſaid Mr. Higgins, were be- 
tween the firſt and ſecond Time appointed for Hearing the ſaid Accuſation, Prevailed on by 
the ſaid Mr. Higgins, or Thoſe that Acted for Him, to Diſappear, tho Summoned ; Others 
went out of Town, ſeveral ( 1 ſome in Office ) expreſſed an Apprehenſion of draw- 
ing Inconveniencies on Themſelves, ſhould they give Evidence againſt Mr. Higgins. 


THAT Your Petitioner labouring under theſe Difficulties ; Endeavoured with more Cau- 
tion to prepare for the ſaid Hearing, and thereupon ordered his Agent to take the Teſtimo- 
ny of his Remaining Evidences from their own Mouths, and then to Lodge them (being Coun- 
try People) in ſome Place, where Mr. Higgins could not come at them; Neyertheleſs fo 
Induſtrious was the ſaid Mr. Higgins to poſſeſs himſelf of Your Petitioners Witneſſes, That 
one George Higgins Brother of the ſaid Francis Higgins, the very next Morning ſound them out, 
and carried them to Francis Higg ins's Lodgings, thence to one Hale's formerly the 
Sub-Sherif's Clerk, and ines bs ſaid George Higgins and the ſaid Hale ſhut themſelves up 
with Your Petitioner's ſaid Witneſſes, and were found by Your Petitioner's Agent Tampering 
with them, in order to render their Teſtimony Ineffett ual. 


THAT Your Petitioner in Obedience to Your Grace and Lordſhips Order · a ſe- 
cond Time for the ſaid Hearing on Friday the 19th Inſt. and Attended ſeveral Hours at the 
Caſtle with his Evidences and Council, and at length was told the Hearing was put off or ad- 
journed fine die; And ſoon after Your Peritioney received Your Grace and Lordſhips Order, 
Directing, That particular Inſt ances of the General Alleg ations againſt the ſaid Francis Higgins 
in the ſaid Preſextment ſhould be given into the Council-Board on or before Tuelday the 23d Inft. 
And that in the giving of ſuch Inſtances, the Perſons Complaining ſhould be confined to ſuch Facts 
as concern bis Behaviour 4s a Juſtice of the Peace, during the Time of his being firſt in the Com- 


miſſion of the Peace, and alſo relate to the Facts alledged againſt him the ſaid Francis Higgins 


ſince his my in the ſaid Commiſſion of the Peace the ſecond Time; By which Order Your Peri- 
tioner apprehends he is debarred from proving the Fal, contained in the Preſem ment; and is 
confined in his Proof to Matters concerning Mr. Higgins's Behaviour as 4 Fuſtice of the Peace, 
which is no Part of the Accuſation, contained in the ſaid Preſent ment there being nothing men- 
rioned in the ſaid Preſentment of Corruption or Male Adminiſtration in him the ſaid Francis 
Higgins as a Juſtice of the Peace. 


THAT in regard the ſaid Francis Higgins continued but a ſhort time in the Commiſſion 
of the Peace for the ſaid County, ſhould Your Petitioner be confined only to Facts, within 
that Time, a great Part of Your Petitioner's Evidence, which would prove the ſaid Francis 
Higgins Unworthy of Her Majeſty's Commiſſion of the Peace, would be Excluded. . 


THAT Your Petitioner was Prepared to prove many Inſtances of the ſaid Mr. Higgins's 
Seditions and Turbulent Behaviour, in Framing or Publiſhing ſeveral Scandalow Libels, particu- 
Rrly, one againſt the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, Intituled, A Poſtſcripe ro Mr. Higgins 
Sermon, very neceſſary for the better re aug on of it, Which Libel was burnt by the Hand. 
of the Common-Haneman by Order of the Houſe of Lords in this Kingdom, and Cenſured 
by the Lower- Houſe of Convocation in this Kingdom, in the Words following, (Viz.) RE- 
SOLVED, That a Dialogue, Intituled a Poſticript ro Mr. Higgins's Sermon, very neceſſary for 
the better underſtanding it, 15 a Scandalous Pamphlet, deſigned to vilify and leſſen his Grace the 
Avrch- Biſhop of Canterbury, and tends to Create dangerous Fealouſies between the Governours of the 
CHURCH and other GREAT-MEN. RESOLVED, That Wt believe this DIALOGUE. - 


* 4 very unfaithful Repreſentation of a Diſcourſe bet ween the Lord Arch-Biſkop of Canterbury _— 
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Mr. Higgins RESOLVED, That in Caſe it ſb bere 


after appear, That any Perſon under the 
Furiſdiion of this CONVOCATION «© the Author ar Publiſher of this LIBEL, be eng be 
to be duly Cenſured and Punifſhed by this SYNOD. 


RESOLVED, That the . Lords the BISHOPS be defired ta uſe proper Means to diſcover the 
Author and Publiſher of the ſaid LIB EL. * 


THAT ſince the making the aid RE SOL VUTIONSs by the Lower Houſe of Cunuo- 
cation, And before the ſaid Preſentment was made by the Grand- Jury of the County of Dublin, 
a Reverend Divine and a Member of the Convocation, took upon him Publickly in the Con- 
war Ry grove the ſaid Mr. Higgins to be the AUTHOR of the ſaid S CA N- 
D ALOUSLIBEL 


YOUR Petitioner further Sheweth, That He is ready to ptove, That the ſaid Mr. Hig- 
ins hath Libelle or publiſhed Libels againſt ſeveral Gentlemen of known Worth and Loyalty in 
this * 5-ay And can give ſeveral Jnftances of his Turbulent and Seditiow B E HAVIOUR, 
Partic 5 


THAT the ſaid Mr. Higgins being denied Entrance into the Houſe of — the 
Door-keeper, ſaid thus to Him, (Go tell cbe Speaker (Mr. Brodrick being then in the Chair) 

Names FRANCIS HIGGINS! Ang, That I know Him to be an Enemy te the 
CHURCH aid CHURCHoMEN! For which At of Inſolence, The taid Mr. 
Higgins was obliged co make his Submiſſion, and beg Pardon ! 


THAT che faid Francis Higgins having propoſed a Reſetrence to Two Lawyers, the 
preſent Speaker being Named Gre of the Referees, He Reproached Him in the following 
Terms, vix. I Hate Tour Man bis Tu and Moral:; And laying his Hand on his Sleeve, 
faid, If it were not for this G O W N, I would putt Him by the Noſe where-ever I mer Him ! 


THAI your Petitioner can prove, That the ſaid Mr. Higgins about a Year paſt in a 
Publick Coffre- Houſe Inſulted Mr. Richard Nuttall on a Sabbath-Day, calling him ROGUE 
and RAS CAL And ſaid, Were it not for his GO W N, He would ſlit his Ears ! 


THAT Your Petitioner can prove, That the ſaid Mr. Fliggins to Reproach Her Majeſty's 
juſt Adminiſtratioti, Seditiouſly ſaid in a Publick Coffee-Houſe, That Forty- One was coming in 
again, and if it do's, ſaid He, I can Cart; and wear 4 ſhort Cloak, and pe:haps Rub-Down my 
Land-Lady too, —— 4s well 46 another- 


THAT Your Petitioner can prove, That the ſaid Mr. Higgins has publickly at 4 Quarter- 
Seſſions drank 74 to all Diſſent ers, and been guilty of many other Sedit ious and Turbulent 
Pratt ices, and is ſo Noted for the ſame, that when he comes into the Coffee-Houſes, People to 
avoid his ſults, either retire thence, or withdraw themſelves at a great Diſtance from him. 


THAT Your Petitioner can prove, The ſaid Mr. Higgins in many Inſtances hath behayed 
himſelf unbecoming the Character of a . by Demeaning himſelf Contemptuouſſy 
to his Dioceſan the Arch-Biſhop of Dublin, by Affronting him at his Vir ations, and reproach- 
ing him with I Language there, and in other Places. By Marrying without Licence, by 
Amedating a Matrimonial Certificate, whereby Folia nh, Eſq; was in Danger of 
Loſing Five Hundred Pounds. 


THAT Your Pe#:tioner can prove ſeveral Inſt; of the ſaid Mr. Hiegins's Lewaneſs and 
Immoralities! Which are fitter to come from the Mouths of the Witneſſes, Then to be diſ- 
tloſed in any other Manger. ; 


MAY it thereforg 


e your Grace and Lordſhips to permit your Petit ioner to prove the 


ſeveral Matters herein before ſet fofth, They being ſo many Inſtances or Proofs of the Gene- 

ral Charges againſt the ſaid Mr. Higgins Expreſt in the ſaid Preſent ment; But in Caſe your 

Grace and Lordſhips ſhall continue of Opinion, That your Petitioner ought to be confined 

to ſuch Fals only a8 concerns Mr. Higgins's Behaviour as 4 Juſtice of the Peace 8 
irſt aud ſecond Time of His being in the 


bes 


Commiſſion of the Peace, your Petitioner 
dience 
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. dience to your Grace and Lordſhips Order of the 19th of October Inſtant, doth give into is h 
Honourable Board by this his Humble Petition the following particular Inſtances of the ſaid 
Mr. Higgins's Corruption in his Office as Juſtice of the Peace, and _ Behaviour therein, (viz.) 
THAT one Fane Loyd having lately Stole ſome Old Napkins and other Goods of ſmall Value 
from Mr. Higgins, at his Houſe in Pallruddery, Sold part thereof to the value of 3 Shillings 
to one Flizabeth Farrell of Ballruddery, and another ſmall parcel to the Wife of one James 
Conner and one Morgan, the whole not being worth above five Shillings; W hereupon the ſaid 
Fane Loyd was carryed before Daniel Wybrants, Eſq; a Neighbouring Brother Juſtice of the 
Peace to the ſaid Mr. Higgins, who took Examinations on Oath, of the ſaid. Fellony againſt 
the ſaid Jane Loyd, and at the ſame time took three ſeveral Recognizances from the Perſons 
who bought the ſaid Goods, to Proſecute the ſaid Fane Loyd at the laſt Seſſions at Kilmainham, 
and then delivered the Recegnizances with the Examinations to Mr. Higgins's Siſter, telling 
her, that he the ſaid Wybrants was ſo ill of the Gout, that he could not attend at the A 
proaching Seſſions at Kilmainham, and directed her to deliver the three Recognizances and 
. Examinations to her Brother Mr. Francis Higgins, and (to deſite him to return the ſame to the 
Clark of the Peace) which accordingly ſhe did. Thar the ſaid Mr. Higgins and his Wife 
frequently threatned the poor Women, who Inadvertantly bought the ſaid Goods, That 
they ſhould be Whipped at Kilmainham , whereby they and their Husbands were fo terrify'd, 

That they applied to Mrs. Higgins the Wife of the ſaid Francis Higgins, to make Reparation 
for any Damage Mr. Higgins had-Suſtained by their Buying the aforelaid Goods; Where- 
upon the ſaid Mrs. Higgins Demanded three Pounds, being more than ten times the Value 
of the Goods by them bought as aforeſaid, which Terms they being neither able nor willing 
to comply with, the ſaid James Conner and Elizabeth Farrell came to Dublin to the ſaid Mr. 
Hiegins's Lodging, and propoſed to Agree with him on Eaſier Terms, and asked him what 
he thought was regfonable for them to pay, To which Mr. Francis Higgins Anſwered, That if 
they would not pay him Thirty Shillings, he would Proſecute thefn for Buying the ſame: Ar 
length, the ſaid Comer and Elizabeth Farrell agreed to Mr. Higgins's Propoſal, and thereup- 
on, Mr. Higgins gave them a Letter to his Wife, then at Ballruddery, and bid them give 
Bonds with good Security, Payable to him, and to deliver them to his Wife, and then told 
them they need not go to the Seſſions to Proſecute the ſaid Loyd ;, and accordingly the ſaid” 
Conner, and ſome of his Friends Perfected a Fond to the ſaid Francis Higgins for the Sum of 
Thirty Shillings, which Bond was Witneſſed by Mr. Hall the ſaid Higgins's Curate at Ballruddery. 
That the ſaid Francis Higgins carried the Original Examinations taken before the ſaid V- 
brants; and delivered the fame with his own Hand to the Clark of the Peace at Kilmainham, 
but did not return the Recognizances, The _ being Compounded, and a Bond given for 
Payment ofthe Mony for the Goods Stolen 4s aforeſaid. —— THAT the Examinations 

wen againſt the ſaid Jane Loyd being full, the Grand-Jury found a Bill of Fellony aginſt 

4 and ſhe came to Tryal, but was 1 for want of Evidences; The three ſeveral 

Recogui Cances not being returned by the {aid Mr. Higgins, who then and ſome time before 
the Fellony committed, was a Juſtice of the Peace in the ſaid _—_ 

THAT Your Petitioner can prove, That when the ſaid Mr. Higgins was firſt admitted in- 

to the Commiſſion of the Peace, he Acted Arbitrarily, for, that by the Law of the Land no 

. Corporal Puniſhment can be inflicted on any of Her Majeſty's Subjects before they be Legally 
Convitted.——— That the ſaid Francis Higgins without Tryal or Conviction, Ordered three 
Perſons who were Travelling the Road, and had taken two Sheaves of Oats out of one of his 
Tenant's Haggards to be Stripped Naked down to the Waſte of their Bodies, and made each 
Whip the other round on old Aſb-Tree with large Switches, whilſt he the ſaid Mr. Francis Hig- 

gin, ſtood by with a Swirch in his Hand, and laid on them himſelf with Severe Stroals, as often 
as they paſſed by him ; | 

THAT moſt of the Gentlemen of the County of Dublin can prove, That as often as the ſaid 
Francis Higgins came amongſt Them, eſpecially at their Seſſions; he created Hea's and Diſtur- 
baaces; And there ſore hopes Your Grad uui@Lordſhips for the Service of Her Majeſty, and 
the Quiet of the ſaid County, will Orcer the faid Francis Higgins to be turned out of the 


Comm:ſſion of the Peace. f 
And be Will Pray, &c. 
Hantry. 
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